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DETAILED ACTION 



A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/16/06 has been entered. Claims 1,4-5,10,13-16 are amended for examination. 
Claims 2-3,6-9, 1 1 -1 2,17-1 8 are cancelled. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all . 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



r 
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Claims 1, 4-5, 10, 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Applicant Admitted Prior Art (hereinafter AAPA), in view of Schi, (Us 
2002/0193986) (hereinafter Schi) and further in view of Hansted (Us 
2002/0006826) (hereinafter Han) 

As per claim 1, AAPA teaches an information processing apparatus capable of 
sending a message about a schedule to a second information processing apparatus 
through a communications network, wherein the second information processing 
apparatus is capable of analyzing the message being received and extracting words or 
phrases for entering into the schedule managed by a scheduler (AAPA, pg 1-2): 

However, AAPA does not explicitly teach: 

a first storage device that stores a group of first data sets in which the words or phrases are 
matched to respective identifiers, while a second storage device in the second information 
processing apparatus stores a group of second data sets corresponding to words or 
phrases having the same meanings as the words or phrases corresponding to the 
respective identifiers of the first data sets; a word or phrase selector that selects at least 
one word or phrase from the words or phrases stored in the first storage device; an 
extractor that extracts a specific identifier corresponding to the selected word or phrase 
from the first data sets; and a transmitter that transmits the extracted identifier as the 
message to the second information processing apparatus; wherein the identifier 
transmitted from the information processing apparatus is converted to a specific word or 
phrase on the basis of the second data sets stored in the second storage device; 
wherein the words or phrases stored in the first storage device are represented by a first 
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natural language, while the words or phrases stored in the second storage device are 
represented by a second natural language that is different from the first natural 
language. 

In a similar system, Schi teaches: a first storage device that stores a group of 
first data sets in which the words or phrases are matched to respective identifiers 
(Schi, [0010]; [0056], where the search terms are predefined, and each term are 
associated with a predetermined UID value), while a second storage device in the 
second information processing apparatus stores a group of second data sets 
corresponding to words or phrases having the same meanings as the words or 
phrases corresponding to the respective identifiers of the first data sets (Schi, Fig. 2A, 
item 114 and 116, wherein the corresponding UID values are linked to each other for 
purpose of translation of similar terms identified by UID values; [0049], [0051], [0053], 
wherein the UID values are searched and words with similar meanings are returned in 
response to a query); a word or phrase selector that selects at least one word or 
phrase from the words or phrases stored in the first storage device (Schi, [0056], 
query selected from predefined list); an extractor that extracts a specific identifier 
corresponding to the selected word or phrase from the first data sets (Schi, [0051], 
UID values are determined using parse); and a transmitter that transmits the 
extracted identifier as the message to the second information processing apparatus 
(Schi, [0051-0053], wherein the UID values are sent to database and stored relevant 
results are returned), wherein the identifier transmitted from the information 
processing apparatus is converted to a specific word or phrase on the basis of the 
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second data sets stored in the second storage device (Schi, [0049], [0051-0053], 
wherein the original term is searched and synonymous UID values in other languages 
are retrieved from the database), wherein the words or phrases stored in the first 
storage device are represented by a first natural language, while the words or phrases 
stored in the second storage device are represented by a second natural language that 
is different from the first natural language (Schi, Fig 2A, where the system supports 
multiple languages; [0040], databases can be part of a larger distributed system). 

it would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate Schi teaching with of AAPA because the combination would 
improve the capabilities of AAPA's system, by allowing for support of multiple languages 
(Schi, [0044-0045]). 

The combination of AAPA and Schi does not explicitly disclose a receiver that 
receives message from the second information processing apparatus when a user of 
the second information processing apparatus has affirmatively accepted the transmitted 
message. 

Han teaches a receiver that receives message from the second information 
processing when a user of the second information processing apparatus has 
affirmatively accepted the transmitted message (see Han pg.5, par 0118-0120, the 
desired user (recipient) can accept the invitation, the user (sender) will get the 
confirmation of his invitation). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Han to the apparatus of AAPA and Schi 
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to send the message back to the sender to notify the sender that the recipient has 
accepted the invitation, for the purpose of ensuring the status of the invitation this would 
benefit the sender in the way that the sender know exactly if his invitation was accepted 
or rejected by the recipient. 

As per claim 4, AAPA-Schi-Han wherein the words or phrases of the first and the 
second storage devices are grouped into different categories and then stored in the first 
and the second storage devices, respectively (see Schi, [0040]; Fig 2A, where the 
languages and UIDs are grouped together in separate databases). 

As per claim 5, AAPA teaches an information processing apparatus capable of 
receiving a message about a schedule from a second information processing 
apparatus through a communications network, analyzing the message being received, 
and extracting words or phrases for entering into the schedule managed by a 
scheduler, comprising (AAPA, pg 1-2, where the words or phrases are extracted 
manually or automatically to be entered into a schedule): an entry system that enters 
the words or phrases converted by a converter into the schedule (AAPA, pg 2, lines 
10-20, where the original message is converted into a modified message and the 
modified message is being put automatically into the schedule). 
AAPA does not explicitly teach: 

a first storage device that stores a group of first data sets in which the words or 
phrases are matched to respective identifiers, while a second storage device in the 
second information processing apparatus stores a group of second data sets 
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corresponding to words or phrases having the same meanings as the words or phrases 
corresponding to the respective identifiers of the first data sets; a converter that 
converts the message in the form of the identifiers transmitted from the second 
information processing apparatus to the words or phrases on the basis of the first data 
sets stored in the first storage device; and wherein the w<?rds or phrases stored in the 
first storage device are represented by a first natural language, while the words or 
phrases stored in the second storage device are represented by a second natural 
language that is different from the first natural language. 

However, Schi teaches: a first storage device that stores a group of first data 
sets in which the words or phrases are matched to respective identifiers (Schi, [0010]; 
[0056], where the search terms are predefined, and each term are associated with a 
predetermined UID value), while a second storage device in the second information 
processing apparatus stores a group of second data sets corresponding to words or 
phrases having the same meanings as the words or phrases corresponding to the 
respective identifiers of the first data sets (Schi, [0049], [0051), [0053], wherein the UID 
values are searched and words with similar meanings are returned in response to a 
query); a converter that converts the message in the form of the identifiers transmitted 
from the second information processing apparatus to the words or phrases on the basis 
of the first data sets stored in the first storage device (Schi, [0049], [0051-0053], wherein 
the original term is searched and synonymous UID values in other languages are 
retrieved from the database); and wherein the words or phrases stored in the first storage 
device are represented by a first natural language, while the words or phrases stored in 
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the second storage device are represented by a second natural language that is different 
from the first natural language (Fig 2A, where the system supports multiple languages; 
[0040], databases can be part of a larger distributed system). 

It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate Schi teaching with of AAPA because the combination would 
improve the capabilities of AAPA's system, by allowing for support of multiple languages 
(Schi, [0044-0045]). 

The combination of AAPA and Schi does not explicitly disclose a receiver that 
receives message from the second information processing when a user of the second 
information processing apparatus has received the transmitted message. 

Han teaches a receiver that receives message from the second information 
processing when a user of the second information processing apparatus has affirmatively 
accepted the transmitted message (see Han pg.5, par 01 18-0120, the desired user 
(recipient) can accept the invitation, the user (sender) will get the confirmation of his 
invitation). The same motivation was utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 5. 
As per claim 10, claim 10 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 4 

above. 

As per claims 13-16, claims 13-16 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection 
to claim 1 above. 
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Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 1-20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duyen M. Doan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4226. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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